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Y Cry INFIDEL, and who foall dare to think? 


— Invoke the Civit Pow’r, not Sense, for Aid; 


‘ 


ASSERT, 20t ARGUE3$ MENACE, #0f PERSU'ADE. 





FRIDAY, DECEMBER §. 1736. 





PGMA ZT isa common Obfervation, 
Hy 
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that a bad Caufe, defended 
by a skilful Advocate, may 
have the Appearance of a 
good one; anda good Caufe, 
= managed by Banglers, or 
Nuleta Lot-headed Zealots, /ofe 
ro “igs Ground, and be in Danger 
REACEFORLA of an Overthrow. Argu- 
ments, like Arms, in waskilful Hands, may prove 
a Prejudice, where they are defign’d as a Defence, 
for want of knowing how to uie them. 
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Tuts has been vifibly the Cafe of Religion. Some 
of thofe, who have undertaken its Defence, have 
done it more harm, than, I fear, will ever be in 
their Power todo it good, by a Change of Con- 
duct. 


Tuer general Method to raife Religion, has 
been to pull down Reafow ; as it the one could not 
fubfift but by the Ruin of the other. The natural 
Difguft, which every Man of Senfe muft have 
(who is told he. muft not make ufe of his Reafon, 
but be guided only by Faith) againft embracing 
any Religion, is too obvious to need Illuftration 
here. It will be fufficient to obferve, to their 
Confufion, that neither THeErrR Great Master, 
nor his Apoftles, fet them the EXAMPLE ; the one’s 
being found difputing. (that is REASONING) atthe 
Age of twelve Years, with the learned Doctors in 
the Temple, and Paul’s (notto mention any other) 
preaching at Athens (which is REASONING again) 


ate Facts too well known to be contetfted. 


OF all the hot-beaded and ignorant Bigots, this 
Age has produced, none has diftinguifhed himfelf, 
in this «wroxg Method, fo much as the Reverend 
Drayman at the Pegafus ; whofe Employment (to 
obferve it ex paffant) in writing et eee? Four- 
nals, is juft as becoming the Function of Prigst- 
HOOD, as was HIs, who employ’d his Time in in- 
Venting GuN Powper; the one being made Ufe 
_ = deftroy the Bodies, the other, the Charaders 

en. 


Tuts Mixture of Prieft and Scavenger, this mot- 
ley Compofit of Sacred and Profave, has, after long 

nfideration, attempted a Juitification of himfelf, 
againft the Charge contained in No. 98. 


To purfue him, Step by Step, thro’ two long 
eavy Papers, wou'd be tiring the Patience of 
! eaders, and reduce me to a Neceflity of repeat- 
ing the fame Things over and over again. I thall 
therefore confine myfelf principally toexpofe the 
frefh Errors, and Blunders he has fallen into, and 
Only vccafonally confider the Poorne/s of his De- 
fence. But, 


PREvious to this, I muft beg Leave juft to ob- 
Ve, asa further [luftration of his Character, that 
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he has added to it the artful Hypocrite, and cold 
defizning Traytor. 


‘ArrerR having, ix vain, endeavourd, from my 
Defence of the PHILOSOPHER’s PRAYER, to make 
me not only dény the Trath of the Chriffian Reli- 
gion, but the very Exiftence of a God, {| Vid.,Grud, 
No. 307.| he has this remarkable Paflage. 


“ I once more challenge and defy thefe Mex, to 
“ pisPRovE the Truth of the Chriftian Religion.” 


AND in the Paper following, after. having TOR 
TURED my Words, viz. That human Pride is apt 
to make us over-rate ourfelves, and raife us into, . 
Being of too great Confequence, into a Denial of 
Chrift’s dying for us, this modern BONNER, for 
fear no body elfe would fo underftand them, hints 
at length at his dark Purpofe. 


“ Ann if they do fo mean, let them {peak out, 
“ and THEN WE SHALL KNOW WHAT TO SAY 
“ ro THEM;” That is, Let them deny the, Being. | 
of a God, and difprove the Truth of the Ra 
Religion, and We, that is, the Votce or Gop, 
fhall {peak to them, as in the Days of Queen Mary, 
out of a BURNING BUsH IN SMITHFIELD. Vile 
Principles! ‘To endeavour to Jead Men (who, at 
worft, can only be fuppofed to be in an Error) 
into Confeffiows, that would deftroy their Bodies, 
and, according to their Principles, their Souls too, 
inftead of iMrra'riNG-CHRIST, and endeavouri 
to bring back the Los SHEEP, by the Ways o 
Gentlene/sand Perfuafion. 'Thisis Dr. Wolf or the 
Tartuffe, the Hypocrite, and Traytor, in the higheft 


Degree. 


ONE general Anfwer to this, or any future In- 
fiauation of this kind, is, that by the Difcovery of 
Reafon, the Promprer, asa Philofopher, ac- 
knowledges the Exiftence of a fupreme Being, 
governing by general Laws, and a general Provi- 
dence, and has, (as all Creatures ought to have) 
the profoundeitVeneration for Him; that as to the 
Chriftian Religion (— even fuppofing it to be an 
Impofture) there is not a Religion now fublitting, 
that he would prefer to it, for this plain Reaion, 
that it is full of moft excellent Morals, calculated for 
the Good of Mankind, and the leaft oppreffive, (kept 
in it’s original Purity) of amy: But that, at the 
fame time, the Inventions ot human Pride (what 
thofe are may hereafter be fhewn) have here and 
there, defaced its primitive Beauty ;— That, (asa 
Philofopher ftill) he knows no State can fubfift 
without a puxblick Religion, no more than it can 
without received and acknowledzd Laws; That a 
publick Religion, confider’d only in a political Senfe, 
is @ Fence azainft the Whims of the ignorant Many: 
and if there were no other Reafon, for that alone, 
ought to be maixtain’d. After this,.it 1s almoft 
needlefs to fay, that whenever THE PROMPTER 
is charged, by his over-zealous Accufers, with 

Atheif{m, 
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Atheifm, or Want of thé Regard due to the Efta- 
biifhed Religion of bis Country, he is falfly and un- 
juf'y charged, unlefs to come at the Knowledge 
of a Gop, and of TRUE VIRTUE, by the Means 
of the Faculties he has, (which Philofo bers, long 
before Our Saviour appeared upon Earth, did) 
may be called ArHet1sM and INFIDELITY. | come 
now to the immediate Purpofe of this Day’s 
PROMPTER. 


Tuis Onriopor- Taree vid Wi like Bew. 

ohnfon’s angry Boy, has learnt the Art of Quar- 
Nie to the ‘highett D of .Perfection, for- 
getting himfelf, in the Heat of his Fury, fets out 
with fuch an Exorbitancy in modo egeveds a Fi- 
gure often ufed by bad Writers, that | am obliged 
to. borrow another Figure, called, Reductio ad ab- 
furdum, or impium, to bring him back again. 


Tue Paffage is very fingular. His Delicacy, for 
fear of being thought capable of telling a Lye, is 
fo-vety great, that, Good Man! HE wov’D NOT 
LYE FOR GoD HIMSELF. Now, to fuppofe Gop 
could ask a Man to lye, or accept it, (which is 
imply’d in the Words) is HORRIDLY PROFANE; 
and if God cannot be fuppofed to ask a Max to lye, 
nor to accept it, his.Afleveration is ABSURD, and 
fays nothing; and we may, as well now, as be- 
fore, think him very capable of Lyinc. And 
this is what is called Reduttio ad abfurdum, or im~ 
pium. But, as he fays, let it pafs: I fhall only make 
this one Ufe of it; that when he fays, The Prompter, 
No. 98. is the only One he ever pak he may, not- 
withftanding his Affeveration, be capable of telling 
a Lye. 


I now fhall take the Figure Redu¢tio' ad ab/urdum 
along with me to the next Paragraph, and apply it 
to this very wife Paffage. 


© Dip the ancient Philofophers doubt about Ar- 
“ ‘ticles of Faith, when they bad never heard of any ?” 


None but the moft abfurd Creature living, 
will pretend to fay, that the Poivts of the Heathex 
Mythology were not fo many Articles of Faith to 
the Heathen World, and that Philofophers did not 
doubt about them, 


THERE never yet was a Religion without Arti- 
cles of Faith, and: Pretence to Reveiatidn, and 
where the Divinity of it was not as much aflerted 
as with us. It will therefore remain a {tanding Ab- 
furdity thro’ all Ages, to try a philofophical Prayer 
upon. its Conformity to rticles of Faith, and 
Points of Revelation. 


IN another Place, he puts a very extraordinary 
Qnueftion, viz. Whether THey, that is PHiLoso- 
PHERS, (or, according tohis Explanation, ATHEISTS, 
that compofe Prayers to God, or INFIDELS, that 
acknowledge a SUPREME BEING) do not from 
their Hearts believe, that a wicked Life, and the 
Dread of divine Vengeance hereafter, are the Foun- 
dations of INFIDELITY --- 


THAt a Dread of divine Vengeance is an Article 
of Gofpel-Faith, that tends to keep Meu honeft, 
and may influence their Behaviour, is as true, as 
that, for thar Reafon, it ought ftrongly to_be im- 
profi on the People, from the Pulpit. But that 
either ancient or modern Philofophers disbelieved 
any receiv’d Opinions, for the Reafons here given, 
viz. a Dread of divine Vengeance, or the Badnefs 
of their Lives, is fuch a daring Infult to the com- 
mon Senfe, as Well as common Hone/ty, of Mankind, 
that it is no Wonder @ Religion falls under Con- 
tempt, whofe Teachers profe/s from it, they not 
only want the very Foundation of all Religion, 
CuHariry ; but that they are actuated by a Spirit 
of PERVERSION, or of ae into Atheifia and 
Fufidelity, every Difcovery, Philolophy makes of 


the Exiftence of a God, and the profound Reyes 
rence due to fuch a Being, by the Light of Reafon - 
as if the Difcoveries of Reaton,. and the Ufe of 
our Faculties, could render Man conTEMprypy ¢ 
or wickED. A Nartownefs of Mind peculiar to 
Bigotry, and a@ Spirit of Perfecution the Confe. 
quence of blizd Zeal ! 


Tue Vicar’s Abfurdities in the next Parapraply 
increafe to fuch a Degree, that the Figure ig have 
been forced’ to make ufe of, in the preceding Par 
of this Paper, need but juft, like Ithuriel’s Spear 
in Milton, touchit, to fhew it in its genuine Con- 
tradiction. 


Fair, fays this Joiner of Oppofites, whether 
human or divine, is one of the Affents of the Un. 
der ftanding. 


Farru, in the Language of the Scripture, is the 
Evidence of things not feen. By not feen, ismeant 
not unuderftood, or perceived by the Underfianding. 


WuHo fhall we believe, the Vicar of Grub-ftreets 
or the Infpired Writings? 





But the Meafure of his Abfurdities, and fatfe . 


Accounts of Antiquity, is not yet full. 


HE fays, “ Socrates, who was fo excellent a Me. 
““ralift, afferted a FUTURE STATE, and died g 
“Martyr for found Doctrine.” 

PLATO tells us, and Xenophon and Diogenes 
Laertius confirm it, that Socrates's Accufation rary 
thus: 

“ SOCRATE S is impious ; his criminal Curio- 
“ fity woud penetrate into what is done in Heaven 
“ and what ‘below the Earth. He makes Injuftice 

'“ triumph, and is not content to keep thefe Secrets 
“ to himfelf, but teaches them toothers. | Vid. Pla 
to’s Apology. | 


“ SOCRATES is criminal, becaufehe does not 
acknowledge the Gods, which the Republick adores: 
“ becaufe he introduces new Divinities, and corrupts 


© the Youth.”. (Vid. Xenoph. Mem. Socr.] 


“© MELITUS) the Son of Melitus, aceufes So- 

crates, the Son of Sophronitcus, of thefe Crimes, 

Socrates violates the Laws, which the Republick 
ie : ; 

receiv’d from their Anceftors, denying the ancient 

Gods, and introducing new oues,and corrupting the 


“© Youth, &c.” {Diog. Laert. lib. 2.] 
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Tue Vicar of Grub-ftreet, whofe T ftir 


muft be of greater Weight than Thefe, afferts he 
dyda Martyr for found Dodtrine. 


Ir muft be a Matter of great Mirth to Infidels, 
as he {tiles all who oppofe him, to fe® an Ortho- 
dox Champion call a Man a MARTYR, who was 
charged with oppofing the eftablifh’dReligion, in his 
Time, and call his Doéfrine found, that was buil 
on Free-Thinking. 


He fays, (to confirm his own Ignorance in every 
Body’s Mind) Socrates aflerted a future State. After 
Plato, I will venture to fay, in Oppofition to the 
Vicar, that Socrates doubted of it. Hear his own 
Words +-- 


“ EITHER Death is a Privation of Sentiment, 
or it is, ASIT IS SAID, the Paffage of the Soul, *who 
changes Place, and goes into another.. If it ist 
Privation of Scutiment, and that Death is 4 
peaceful Sleep, undifturbed by any Dreams, what 
a Happinefs to die! If it is the Paffage of the Soul 
from one Place to another, and that THE SHADES 
BELOW are the Rendezvous of all that lived be- 
“ fore, what greater Good can happen to us, than to 
“fee and converfe with Minos, Rhadamanthus, 
** Abacus, Triprolemus, &c ?” Vid. Plato Ap. Soci. 


ce 
<4 
cc 
ce 
C4 
ce 
cc 


n 


I'r is now time to relieve both myfelfand Readers, 
and leave fo poor a Reafoner to the Contempt he 


deferves. 
' P. a 





rT. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 
aken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR W@ 
[Price Two-Pence. ] | 
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